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eludes from the series of experiments on ganglion compressions that re¬ 
generation does actually take place. 

2. Korssakow’s Amnesia. —The characteristics of the Korssakow am¬ 
nesia are the following: (1) Forgetfulness concerning present events 
(amnesia of fixation). (2) In more serious cases the amnesia affects 
not only present events, but late acquisitions. (3) In serious cases false 
reminiscences are manifested. (4) These false reminiscences are vivid 
and multiple. (5) Ordinarily these false reminiscences are not stable and 
can even be suggested. (6) Nevertheless, some become stable and 
stereotyped. (7) The false reminiscences of this sort attract fragmentary 
delirious ideas (generally of persecution). (8) The amnesia affects, 
even in the grave cases, only the last years. (9) Events long since past 
are generally retained and easily called up. (10) In the grave cases the 
clinical picture is that of an organic dementia. 

3. Report of Private Asylum Case. —This case has only local interest. 

4. Case of Delire a Deux. —A report of two cases of folie a deux 
which both presented the conditions set forth by Falret as necessary for 
contagion, viz.: (1) Presence of one individual more intelligent than the 
other, representing the active element and imposing progressively the 
delirium on the second, the second being the passive element. (2) Com¬ 
mon life. (3) Delirium resting probably on facts that occurred in the past. 

White. 
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1. Dementia Praecox from a Clinical and Biological Point of View. 

SOUKHANOFF. 

2. Obsessions and Phobias. Boulenger. 

1. Dementia Praecox from a Clinical and Biological Point of View .— 
With the development of the conception of dementia praecox, secondary 
dementia as a clinical entity tends to pass into the background and the 
author thinks it a misnomer since a psychosis is probably either acute and 
curable, or chronic and tending to dementia from its onset. He also 
declares that dementia praecox is not necessarily a disease of adolescence, 
though it is most frequent then, and says that he has frequently seen it 
in persons in middle life, especially among some of the soldiers returned 
from the Russo-Japanese war. He thinks that while external causes may 
serve as an exciting cause, it depends primarily upon defective constitu¬ 
tion of the brain. 

2. Obsessions and Phobias. —Report of the case of a psychopathic 
woman of alcoholic parentage and a discussion of some very ordinary 
symptoms, in which nothing new is presented. 

(Vol. XIII. No. 3. 1908) 

1. Torticollis. Bienfait. 

2. Chronic Alcoholism in a Child. Boulenger. 

3. The Reaction of Degeneration. Bienfait. 

1. Torticollis. —Description of a case of clonic spasm in which the 
head was rhythmically drawn to the right at intervals of one second. 
The author regards the case as one of spasmodic torticollis, and dis¬ 
cusses the pathogeny of this condition. 
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2. Chronic Alcoholism in a Child. —The author describes the case of 
a boy of seven years of age who gave a history of chronic drinking and 
presented the somatic and mental signs of chronic alcoholism, showing 
specially tremor, arteriosclerosis and enlargement of the liver. The victim 
was a child of the slums, of alcoholic parentage, and living amid depraved 
surroundings, the whole giving a terrible example of the effects of alcohol 
upon the working classes of Belgium. 

3. The Reaction of Degeneration. —A discussion of the pathology of 
this symptom. The known effects of curare in paralyzing the end organs 
in the muscles, but under the influence of which no phenomenon analogous 
to the reaction of degeneration is observed, the author thinks disproves 
both the view of De Buck, who holds that a change in the nerve termina¬ 
tion is at fault, and that of Ioteyko who attributes the reaction to 
changes in the muscle alone. In every case in which reaction of degene¬ 
ration occurs he thinks that both nerve and muscle are affected. 

(Vol. XIII. No. 4. 1908) 

I. The Ideo-energetic Conception and Psychomechanics. I. Iotekyo. 

A plea for the scientific study of the mental make-up, and especially 
as to what special aptitude children and young people may possess. This, 
the authoress thinks, is the greatest problem which is connected with the 
science of education, and its working out and the shaping of individual 
instruction upon the basis of such data as may be obtained promises the 
greatest sign to social development and advance. As we have to-day a 
physical anthropometry, she thinks it should be possible by the experi¬ 
mental study of aptitudes to acquire, so to speak, a mental anthropometry. 
This determination of aptitudes, may permit a solution of the question 
of “feminism” and possibly on account of different aptitudes of the 
two sexes, coeducation may be condemned by the results of experimental 
psychology. The suitableness or not, of certain careers for women, 
should be settled on the ground of the presence or absence of certain 
aptitudes and not on preconceived ideas. By the term “ Ideo-energy ” 
she understands the social productivity of the “energetic unit” (indi¬ 
vidual), in the unit of time. Parallel to the science of the mechanics of 
development or “ Biomechanics,” she thinks that there should grow up 
a similar study of the development of the mental functions or “ Psycho¬ 
mechanics.” Some remarks upon psychological methods of examination 
follow. 


(Vol. XIII. No. 5. 1908) 

1. The Treatment of Chronic Pruritus and Some Considerations with 
Regard to its Pathogeny. C. Parhon and D. Panesco. 

An account of a case of pruritus in a woman of so years of age, 
which, coming on after an attack of urticaria, had persisted over four 
months. The administration of chloride of calcium—dose not stated— 
procured relief of the symptom in a few days. The authors were led to 
adopt this treatment on account of some physiological experiences of 
Loeb, and some clinical results reported by Savill, Netter and others. 
They think that pruritus may be due to some disturbance of the calcium 
metabolism, and suggest that in the calcium salts we have a valuable 
remedy for pruritus. 
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(Vol. XIII. Nos. 7 and 8 . 1908) 

The Psychoanalytical Method and the “ Abwehr-Neuro psychoses” of 
Freud. A. Schmiergeld and P. Provotelle. 

A review of the theories of Freud with regard to the sexual origin 
of hysteria, and the direct development of some of its symptoms from 
a sexual trauma of some sort, with a short description of some cases in 
which they have attempted to apply the methods of this author. In each 
of their four cases they were able to unearth a sexual souvenir of a 
disagreeable sort, which they think might be considered as the starting 
point for the delusional and ideo-obsessive conditions which their patient 
presented. 

C. L. Allen (Los Angeles). 
Neurologisches Centralblatt 

(No. 5- March 1, 1908) 

1. The Arcuate Nucleus of the Medulla Oblongata. Zingerle. 

2. Respiratory Changes of Central Origin. Frugoni. 

1. Arcuate Nucleus. —The author discusses the frequency with which 
the variations of the arcuate nuclei occur in their relation to the pyra¬ 
midal tracts and their pathology in connection with various degenerations 
and malformations of different portions of the brain. He concludes that 
the arcuate nuclei and the arcuate fibers are anatomically connected, 
that they have no functional connection with the pyramidal tracts, but 
their integrity depends upon that of the cerebellum, the two hemispheres 
of which they are in relation. 

2. Respiratory Changes. —Frugoni, in studying the physiology and 
pathology of respiration, has seen in a case of chloroform narcosis the 
type of respiration described by Grocco, in which the rhythm of the 
thoracic muscles differs from that of the diaphragm; this sign appeared 
just before respiratory collapse, and he suggests that it may prove to be 
an important clinical symptom. Also in a case of cerebrospinal menin¬ 
gitis, Grocco’s respiration was observed following what is termed 
“Clonic-hollorythmic ” spasm, of the diaphragm, characterized by a deep 
sighing breath with every third respiration. In discussing the cause of 
these and other types such 'as Cheyne-Stokes, and Biot’s, the author 
attributes them to disturbances of the coordinating centers of the medulla. 

(No. 6. March 16, 1908) 

1. The Nucleus of the Posterior Longitudinal Bundle, the Red Nucleus, 

and the Nucleus Intratrigeminalis. Kohnstamm and Quensel. 

2. The Influence Upon Nystagmus of Turning Movements About the 

Longitudinal Axis of the Body. Cassirer and Loeser. 

3. Cholin in the Cerebrospinal Fluid. M. Kauffmann. 

1. Nucleus of Posterior Longitudinal Bundle, etc. —This article deals 
with the coordinating centers and association tracts of the brain stem. 
The authors have experimented on small animals using the “ Combined 
degenerations ” method, which depends upon a temporary chromatolysis 
in the cells of origin of fibers destroyed and a Marchi degeneration in 
the fibers separated from their cells. 

2. Influence Upon Nystagmus of Turning Movements. —Results of 



